


CROP REPORTING DISTRICTS 

For statistical purposes the 
counties of Illinois are grouped 
into nine Crop Reporting Districts 
(shown on the map at right). These 
groupings represent divisions of 
approximately equal size with 
similar soils, growing conditions 
and types of farming. 

Crop Reporting Districts are used 
in the compilation of most reports. 
It is not possible to collect 
sufficient data for each county to 
make county estimates on a timely 
basis. It is possible to summarize 
data at a district level and weight 
districts together by production 
percentages to arrive at the best 
State estimates. 

. 
Many data series in this bullet& c 
present estimates for crop 
Reporting Districts. Some series 
are further broken down into county 
estimates within districts. 

Cover photograph courtesy of Land of Lincoln Soybean Association. 
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State Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 4906, Springfield, IL 62708-4906,217/782-2172 

Dear Friend: 

The information on the following pages outlines the statistical profile 
of Illinois agriculture, the state’s “Number One” industry. My office is 
repeatedly questioned regarding agriculture's scope and economic impact both 
here in Illinois, and in relation to other agriculturally-based states. This 
material provides answers and documentation for many of those questions. 

~ois Agricultural Statistics" summary also provides a valuable 
seri other people. Members of my staff and other agricultural 
organizations use this summary to better define agriculture's role to members 
of the non-agricultural community and as a quick reference when comparing 
current statistics to those of past years. Members of the media also refer to 
this publication when seeking statistics which will better convey agricultural 
information to their audiences. 

But perhaps the most important purpose served by the statistical summary 
is its role as a marketing tool for Illinois farmers. At a time when many of 
them are facing economic and financial difficulties, it is even more important 
that they effectively understand information about the many variables with 
which they are dealing. It is my hope that many of our State's agricultural 
producers will use this publication as a valuable marketing aid. 

The cooperative effort of state and 
federal statisticians and many thou- 
sands of Illinois farm families and 
agribusinesses is needed to compile 
the facts and figures in this book. 
Many thanks for their continued sup- 
port and assistance in this endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Director 



ILLINOIS COOPERATIVE CROP REPORTING SERVICE Mailing 

Illinois Department of Agriculture 
State -Fairgrounds 

Springfield, Illinois 62706 

Address: P.O. Box 429 
Springfield, Illinois 62705 
(217) 492-4295 

Dear Friend: 

The 1985 Illinois Agricultural Statistics Summary contains a 
historical account of Illinois agriculture over the last decade. 
Illinois“ greatest industry is Agriculture,'and this publication shows 
the magnitude and importance of Agriculture to the Illinois economy 
and the welfare of the farm producer. This bulletin's purpose is to 
provide reliable agricultural data for use in decisionmaking, and to 
help promote effective and orderly marketing of agricultural 
commodities and inputs. 

Many people worked to make this bulletin possible, but the 
greatest contribution came from the farmers and agricultural 
businesses who furnished the basic information through voluntary 
reporting. To these folks we owe a special debt of gratitude and 
appreciation for we could not have done it without them. 

1 c 
Preparation of this bulletin required the input of every person 

in the office. I express my appreciation to the entire office staff 
for their special efforts and dedication to produce a quality product 
on time. A special thanks is also due the field and telephone 
enumerators, who are essential to the data collection process. 

Those who wish to receive additional copies of this publication, 
or current reports issued by this office, can use the order form on 
the last page to subscribe. 

Sincerely, 

Fred S. Barrett 
Statistician in Charge 

USDA-Statistical Reporting Service * Illinois Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Statistics 
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